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National Lottery Heritage Fund – Uncovering St Helens Heritage Offer  
Community Grants 2026 International Festival of Glass

Launch date: 19th May 2026
Deadline date: 15th July 2026 

Project overview.
The World of Glass has been awarded National Lottery heritage Funding to encourage community engagement with local heritage assets, including but not limited to, The World of Glass itself and the collections we are custodians of, as well as St Helens Archive Service’s collections, now housed at The World of Glass, and other local heritage assets and organisations. St Helens has an extensive heritage of industry and community, and we want to encourage wider community engagement with that heritage. And as an organisation, The World of Glass also wants to further engage with local groups and organisations to develop a strong network.  
As part of the project, we will be awarding a handful of small grants to community groups, to explore and create engaging events, to increase local community engagement with heritage, particularly in the run up to hosting The International Festival of Glass (IFoG) in St Helens in August 2026. It is the first year the festival is in the North West, and we want to give it a warm St Helens welcome through a display of our incredible heritage and community. 

How much can I apply for?
Grants of between £500 to £1000 are available to apply for.

What can grants be used for? 
Grants can be used by local community organisations and groups, to explore, and celebrate the Heritage of St Helens Borough, and to ultimately produce a community event to share heritage, during the International Festival of Glass 2026.
The funding must be used to produce activities or events that are: 
· Events for the community to engage with local heritage 
· Free for the public to attend 
· Held over the August 2025 bank holiday weekend, between Friday 28th August 2026 and Monday 31st August 2026. 
· Focus on the heritage of St Helens Borough

Am I Eligible to apply? 
Groups and organisations that are eligible to apply include: 
· Social enterprises
· Community Interest Groups (CICs)
· Registered Charities
· Voluntary/ community constituted organisations 

Not eligible: 
· Businesses, individuals, and ‘for profit’ organization are not eligible to apply. 
· Grants cannot be given for commercially profitable events and activities, capital costs such as equipment or building matters, and cannot be given to acquire land, buildings, or heritage items. 


Grant assessment process.

Each application will be assessed by a panel which will include (TBC)

· a member of our board of trustees
· a representative from The World of Glass
· a member of the IFoG organiser Glass Arts Society

Grant awarding decisions will be based on: 
· Project ideas that the panel believes will attract a wide community interest and introduce new audiences to heritage.
· Project ideas that propose a new, interesting, or new addition to the IFoG programmes. 
· Projects that have a level of engagement and learning for those engaging in the project. 

We recommend that you apply for funding as soon as possible, as we will assess as applications are submitted and funding may be fully allocated prior to the 15th July deadline.

Monitoring:  

· You must spend your grant by 30th September 2026
· All project evaluation and reporting must be completed and returned to The World of Glass by 30th September 2026. 
· Groups must keep a record and copies of all of their expenditure as proof and send copies to The World of Glass along with the project reporting. 
· If groups spend less that the awarded amount of money, then any money left must be paid back to The World of Glass by 30th September 2026 
· If you cancel your project for any reason, the grant amount must be repaid in full. 


Grant Success and Payments:

Applicants will be contacted between 22/06/2026 and 17/07/2026 with the decision on if their application has been successful or not. Successful applicants will then be sent a grant terms agreement to sign. On the return of this signed agreement the grant amount will be paid up front in full. You must not start your project/activity until funding has been confirmed.  

Applicants must keep a record of all expenditure and receipts throughout the project based on the proposed budget from their application and make them available if requested by The World of Glass at the end of the project, as proof that they have spent the full project amount or not. 


Support with projects:

Upon being successfully awarded a grant, we will be on hand to support you as you develop your project. Our Community Engagement Officer and Senior Engagement and Programmes Manager will be available to help you plan the delivery of your project, including organising venues, or communicating with partners you may want to work with. 

How to apply 
If you are interested in applying and want to discuss your application, or ideas please contact our Senior Engagement Manager for a chat – Katie@worldofglass.com 
The application must be submitted via email by 15/07/2026 by completing and returning the below application form to Katie@worldofglass.com 

Alternatively, you can apply via video, by telling us about your organisation and answering the ‘About your Project’ in your video application and attaching the below form with just the organisational information and finance breakdown as a separate document. 


	Your organisation - 

	Name of organisation 

	

	Address





	

	Kind of organisation (CIC, Charity etc) 

	

	Main contact name 

	

	Number 

	

	Email

	

	Are you VAT registered 

	Y  /  N

	If yes VAT Registration number

	

	Please tell us a little bit about your organisation, including your main aims and objectives (400 words) 


	
























	About your project: 


	1. Please give us an outline of your project – what are the main goals, and who are your target audiences? (children, families, residents etc) and why? (No more than 500 words). 

	



























	2. Will you work with any other partners to deliver your project, including local artists, or partner organisations. Please tell us who they and what their role in the project will be (300 words) 


	

























	3. How will your project form part of the IFoG 2026? Please detail the potential venue, and the date/s it will run? (300 words) 


	






























	4. How will your project be advertised to your target audiences? (200 words) 


	


























	Budget information 


	Use the table below to provide a breakdown of the project budget and how you will spend your grant 

(please only use the VAT line if your organisation is unable to claim back VAT expenses)



	Item 

	Description 
	VAT (if applicable)
	Total Cost 

	

	
	
	

	

	

	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	Total expenditure 

	Total requested 
	

	


	

	Please detail how you worked out your costs, and how you will keep track of your expenditure. 




	



















	Is your project going to cost more than the requested amount? If so please detail how you will cover the additional costs including if you have any match funding? 



	



















	
Grant payment details. 

	
Bank:


	

	
Name of Account:


	

	
Account number:

	

	
Sort Code:

	



Grant Funding Terms and Conditions 
Definitions and Interpretation
1. In these Terms and Conditions the following terms shall have the following meanings:
TWOG: Any mention of TWOG in the Terms and Conditions, refers to The World of Glass 
Grant: the sum of to be paid to the Recipient in accordance with these Terms and Conditions as outlined in the Offer Letter.
Commencement Date: as detailed in the Offer Letter
Data Protection Legislation: all applicable data protection legislation and privacy legislation in force from time to time in the UK including the UK General Data Protection Regulations and the Data Protection Act 2018
End of Grant Date: as detailed in the Offer Letter
Funding Body: as detailed in the Offer Letter
Offer Letter: the letter advising the Recipient of the award of the Grant which is to be signed and returned by the Recipient. 
Project: The project outlined by the Recipient in the application for funding as approved by the Grant provider – The World of Glass
1. Use of the Grant
1.1 The Recipient shall use the Grant only for the delivery of the Project and in accordance with these Terms and Conditions.
1.2 The Grant shall not be used for any other purpose and the Recipient shall not make any significant change to the Project without The World of Glass’ (hereby referred to as TWOG) prior written agreement
1.3 The Grant may not be used for costs incurred prior to the Commencement Date and must be spent by the End of Grant Date.  Any Grant money which has been paid to the Recipient but not spent by this date must be repaid to the Council.
2. Payment
2.2 Subject to clause 4, TWOG shall pay the Grant to the Recipient as outlined in the Offer Letter 
2.3 The Recipient shall comply with such requirements as TWOG may stipulate in order to record and monitor the funding and costs associated with the Project which will be notified to the Recipient prior to payment of the Grant.
2.4 The amount of the Grant shall not be increased for any reason.
2.5 The Recipient shall promptly repay to TWOG any money incorrectly paid to it either as a result of an administrative error or otherwise.  This includes (without limitation) situations where either an incorrect sum of money has been paid or where Grant monies have been paid in error before all conditions attaching to the Grant have been complied with by the Recipient
2.6 Where the Recipient is not registered for VAT and therefore not able to recover the VAT, the request for grant funding will be paid gross of VAT if requested at the time of application.

3. Withdrawal, suspension, and repayment of the Grant
3.1 TWOG’s intention is that the Grant will be paid to the Recipient in full. However, without prejudice to TWOG’s other rights and remedies, TWOG may at its discretion withhold or suspend payment of the Grant and/or require repayment of all or part of the Grant if:
a) TWOG has reasonable grounds to consider that the Recipient has used the Grant for purposes other than that for which it has been awarded;
b) TWOG has reasonable grounds to consider that the information and evidence provided by the Recipient in relation to the Project or the Grant has not been complete and accurate or supplied honestly and in good faith;
c) there is a change to the Project which TWOG reasonably considers to be material and has not agreed to in writing; or
3.2 Should TWOG require the Recipient to repay all or any proportion of the Grant, it will notify the Recipient in writing. The Recipient undertakes to make any such repayment within 15 Working Days of the date of that notice or by any later deadline agreed by TWOG in writing.

4. Accounts and records
4.1 The Recipient shall keep separate, accurate and up-to-date accounts and records of the receipt and expenditure of the Grant.
4.2 The Recipient shall keep all invoices, receipts, and accounts, and any other relevant documents, relating to the expenditure of the Grant for a period of at least six years following the day on which the final Grant payment is made. TWOG shall have the right to review, at TWOG reasonable request, the Recipient's records that relate to the expenditure of the Grant.
4.3 The Recipient shall comply and facilitate TWOG compliance with all statutory requirements as regards accounts, audit or examination of accounts, annual reports and annual returns applicable to itself and TWOG.

5.  Monitoring and Reporting

5.1 The Recipient shall on request provide TWOG with such information, explanations and documents as TWOG may reasonably require in order for it to establish that the Grant has been used properly in accordance with these Terms and Conditions and to enable TWOG to report as required to the funding body.
5.2 The Recipient shall permit any person authorised by TWOG such reasonable access to its employees, agents, premises, facilities and records, for the purpose of discussing, monitoring and evaluating the Recipient's fulfilment of the conditions of these Terms and Conditions and shall, if so required, provide appropriate oral or written explanations from them.
[bookmark: a832325][bookmark: _Toc416872302]6. Publicity
6.1   The Recipient shall acknowledge the Funding Body as the source of funding in all publicity materials relating to the Project and shall act in accordance with all reasonable branding guidelines issued by TWOG from time to time.
6.2   The Recipient agrees to participate in and co-operate with promotional activities relating to the Project that may be instigated and/or organised by TWOG and/or the Funding Body.

7.              Warranties
In accepting the Grant and any payment of it, the Recipient represents and warrants that:
a. it has the resources and expertise necessary to deliver the Project and to comply with these Terms and Conditions;
b. it will comply with all relevant laws and safeguarding requirements relevant to the work including any requirement to ensure relevant DBS checks are obtained where the Project will involve working with vulnerable people
c. it shall not unlawfully discriminate within the meaning and scope of the Equality Act 2010 as may from time to time be varied or any other law, enactment, order, or regulation relating to discrimination in employment
d. the information and evidence in and relating to or disclosed to TWOG in relation to the Grant and the Project, remain true, complete and accurate, and that it will advise TWOG of any fact, matter or circumstance which would render any such information or evidence false or misleading.

[bookmark: _Ref97022181]8.              Limitation of liability
8.1 The Council’s liability under these Terms and Conditions is limited to payment of the Grant.
8.2 The Recipient remains entirely responsible for its risks and liabilities in delivering the Project and TWOG accepts no liability for any consequences, whether direct or indirect, that may arise from the Recipient delivering the Project, the Recipient’s use of the Grant or any reduction, withdrawal or repayment of the Grant
8.3 The Recipient shall indemnify and hold harmless TWOG, its employees, agents, officers or sub-contractors with respect to all claims, demands, actions, costs, expenses, losses, damages and all other liabilities arising from or incurred by reason of the actions and/or omissions of the Recipient in relation to the Project or the Recipient’s use of the Grant, the non- fulfilment of obligations of the Recipient under these Terms and Conditions or its obligations to third parties. The Recipient shall hold sufficient insurance to cover its potential liabilities under this clause 8 and shall provide evidence of such insurance to TWOG on request. Where specific insurance levels are required, these shall be outlined in the Offer Letter.

9.           Data protection
9.1 The Recipient and TWOG shall (and shall procure that any staff or contractors involved in connection with the Project shall) comply with all applicable requirements and all of its obligations under the Data Protection Legislation, which arise in connection with these Terms and Conditions.

10.           General
10.1 The Recipient may not, without the prior written consent of TWOG, assign, novate, sub-contract or otherwise transfer the benefit and/or the burden of this Agreement.
10.2 No failure or delay by either Party to exercise any right or remedy under this Agreement shall be construed as a waiver of any other right or remedy.
10.3 This Agreement does not and is not intended to confer any contractual rights or benefits on any person for the purposes of the Contracts (Rights of Third Parties) Act 1999.
10.4 This Agreement shall not create any partnership or joint venture between the Council and the Recipient, nor any relationship of principal and agent, nor authorise any party to make or enter into any commitments for or on behalf of the other party.

11.           Law and jurisdiction
11.1 This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the law of England, and the Parties irrevocably submit to the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of England and Wales.
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